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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LETTER XIV. 
INCUIRY CONCERNING THS 
PHRASE, SPIRIT OF GOD. 


(Continued from page 48.) 


Sip, —In this le(ter I shall bring to view all the texts 
which speak of the Sperit of God, as applied to believ- 
ers. Whether they respect thei: conversion at first to 
the faith of Christ, or their subsequent profession and 
progress in the knowledge of the truth. I shall only 
notice them so far as it is necessary to decide the ques- 
tion, —Is the Spirit a third person in the Godiead, 

It may be proper to notice here, that 1 take no no- 
tice of the distinction, which seews to be one of men’s 
making, namely, between the ordinary and extraordi- 
nary influences or gift of the spirit. The spirit is 
oken of as one, whether communicated in a greater 
Eph. is. 4. 1% Cor. vi. 17. 

No distinction is made in the bible, 


Sp 
or less degree. 

18. Phil. i. 27. 
in regard to the spirit which enabled Sampson to per- | 
form such feats of bodily strength, and that by which 
prophets and apostles were enabled toreveal to us the 





wiltof God, or even that by which men are born of| 
God. The wind, to which the spirit is compared, John 
iii.0C,&whichis expressed bythe same original word,may 





blow so as hardly to move the dry leaf, and with such 


> ' = 4 | . . . "yr . . 
violence as to spread desolation around us, but in both} to be sanctified by, or through the spirit. This is spok- 


cases it is the wind. So the spirit may, and has been} 
communicated in different degrees, and for very difier- | 
ent purposes, but it is ene spirit. 

Some, in speaking of inspiration have also distinguish- 
ed it into various kinds: such as superimtendance, ele- 
ration, and suggestion. But | see uo authority from 
God for such distinctions. In whatever way,or to what- 
ever person communicated, once or a hundred times; 
in whatever degree or for whatever purpose the spirit 
was given, it is one and the same spirit, divided to 
meu according to the good pleasure of God. Many of 
the texts which speak of the spirit,relating to this,have 
been noticed already. ‘The remaining shal! be taken 
notice of in-the course of the present letter. We find 
persons (hen are said to be born of the spirit. Thus 
our Lord said to Nicodemus, ‘“*Except a man be born 
of water, aud of the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” John iii. 4, compare verse 3. He 
adds verse 8th, “The wind bloweth where it listetb, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
Whence it cometh, and whether it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the spirit.” See also Gal. iv. 29. 
Titus iii. 5,6. he nature of this renewirg may be 
seen Eph. iv. 23. &c. 


Now if we turn to the following texts, we find what 


is terme) born of the spirit, is called born of God :— i hima shall God destroy ; for the temple of God is holy, ii. 1. 
Thus 1 Jobn v. 1, ‘*‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is | 


the Christ is born of God,” and verse 18th, **we know 
that whosoever is born of God sinneth not.” See also 
the oilowing texts for the same or similar phi sseology. 
Chap. iii. 9, and ii. 29,andv. 4. They 
the same subject. The question here is, to determine 
between these two classe: of texts, whether the spiril, 
a third person of the Godbead be meant or not. The 
new birth, is in the one ascribed to the spirit, and in 
the other to God. No one need be at any loss to see 
from the context. that when wes are said to be born 
of God, it is of (ion "This Lest 


) relate to 


the tather, is sO rman 


\through the spirit, is what is meant by being born 


<a 


it out. See also 2 Cor. iii. 3, noticed in a former 
letter. But by turning our attention to the following 
texts connected with this subject, it wil] be still more 
manifest, that God the Father is meant, when men are 
snid to be born of God. James, describing this says, | 
‘tof his own will begat he us with the word of truth.” 
Jamesi. 18. If the question is asked,—of whose will ? 
The 17th verse answers the question, “the father of| 
lights with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of | 
‘ Again, John i. 12, 





turning.» See also verses 5, 13. 
13, ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe in his name: which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.” Verse 14th shews that this was of God the 
Father. Again, 1 Peter i. 22, it is said, “‘seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that 
ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.”— 
This purification of their souls ip obeying the truth 


“) 
Ys 


again, for it 1s added, **being born again, not of corrup- 
tivle seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever.” Verse 22. Now 
by turning to verse 3d, we learn, that it was *“*the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ which according 
to his abundant mercy” had begat them. See 1 Thes. 
i. 5,6, and 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5, to which the same or similar 
remarks apply. but further, | find believers are said 


en of the Gentiles generally, Rom. xv. 16, ‘*That the 
offering up of the gentiles might be acceptable, being 
sanctified by the holy Spirit.’ Also in Thessalonians, 
2d epistle ii. 13, it is said, **God hath from the beygin- 
ning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth.” Also of the Corin- 
thians, 1 epistle vi. 11, **But ye are sanctified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, aud by the spirit of our God.” 
It is added, 1 Peter i. 2, “Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctifica- 
tion of the spirit unto obedience,” &c. Compare 
verses 22, 23. In these texts, persons are said to be 
sanctified by, or through the spirit. The question is, 
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14—18. “For ye are the temple of the living God ; 
as God hath said, [ will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 


| people.—And | will be a father unto you, and ye shall 


be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
The apostle’s application of this quotation from the Old 
Testament, the quotation itself, and the context ot 
the place whence it is taken, all shew, that the 
indwelling is of God the Father. The spirit is said 
to be in believers and their bodies spoken of as the 
temple of the holy spirit, says Paul, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 
‘What? know ye not that your body is the temple o! 
the holy spirit which is in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own, for ye are bought witha 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s?” Let it be noticed bere that 
the holy spirit which is said to be in the persons men- 
tioned, is said to be of God. **Which ye have of God,” 
says the apostle. Does this mean, that the first person 
gave the third person of the Godhead to dwell in the 
bedies of the Corinthians? The texts where God is 
said to give the boly spirit, and what is meant by the 
spirit given, we have considered already. 

In Rom. viii. 9, it is said, ‘But ye are not in the 
flesh, but in the spirit, ifso be that the spirit of God 
dwellin you. Now if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ, be is none of his.” What is called “the spirit 
of God” in the one part of this passage, is in the othe: 
called, “the spirit of Christ: And in verse 10th is re- 
presented as the indwelling of Christ. Paul agai: 
says, 2 Tim. i. 14, That good thing which was com 
mitted unto thee keep by the holy spirit which dwell- 
eth in us: And James says, chap. iv. 5, **Do ye think 
that the scripture saith in vain, the spirit that dwell- 
eth in us lusteth toenvy?” But further, believers are 
said to be anointed with the holy spirit,” &c. The 


following texts are of this description, 1 Jobn ii. 20, 27, 


“But ye have an unction from the holy one, and ye 
know all things. But the anointing which ye have 
received of him abidetit in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teach- 
eth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.””>— 
but further; believers are said to have the love oi the 





' does this spirit by which they were sanctified, mean a 
third, distinct person from God the Father? We have 
only to turn to Jude 2, to see, that this sanctification is 
expressly ascribed to the Father. ‘Jude the servant | 
of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father.” 

Believers are said to be the temple of the holy spirit, 
and the spirit is said todwellinthem. Asa body they 
are said to be the temple of the spirit. Thus it is said, 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17, ‘Know ye not that ye are the tem-| 
ple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you | 
(or among you.) If any man defile the temple of God, | 





which temple ye are.”? Here it is self evident, that | 
what in one part of this passage is cailed the spirit of 
God, is in the other calied simpiy God. I know some 
from this infer, that the spirit therefore is God, refering 
to the third person of the ¢ But I have al- 
ready refuted this mode of reasoning aud need not 
In the above text, and in the 
church is by or 
fn whom ye 
ion of God 
udwelling be | 
Crod the | 


rodhead. 


again notice it here. 

following, the indwelling of God in th 
through the spirit. Eph. ii | 
also are builded together for 
through the spirit.’”, Now, whether 
of God the holy spirit, as 
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from the context, that { forbear spending time to point 


father, | think is clearly determines 


spirit, Rom. xv. 30. Col. i. 8. To be led by the 
spirit, Rom. viii. 14. To bring forth the fruits of the 
spirit, Eph. v. 9. Gal. v. 22. To abound in hope 
through the holy spirit, Rom. xv. 13. To wait for the 
hope of righteousness through the spirit, Gal. v. 5.—- 
To have access to the father by one spirit, Eph, ii. 


oO 
uv 


| To have the love of God shed abroad in their hearts 


by the spirit, Rom. v. 5. To walk in the spirit, Mi- 
cah ii. 11. See the margin on this text. T'o sow to 
the spirit, Gal. vi. 8. To enjoy the communion, {el- 
lowship, and comfort of the spirit, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Phil. 
Acts ix. 31. Rom. xiv. 17. They are exhort- 
ed to take the sword of the spirit which is the word of 
God, Eph. vi. 7. To pray in the spirit, Jude 2”. Eph. 
vi. 18. Not to quench the spirit, 1 Thes. v. 19. Not 
to grieve the spirit, whereby they are sealed, Eph. iv. 
30. Compare chap. i. 13,14. 2 Cor. i 22, and y. 5. 
Actsi.4 Luke xxiv.49. Gal. iii. 14, and in 1 Cor. xii. 
3, if is said, no man is able to say that Jesus Christ 
is Lord but by the holy spirit. ‘lo dweli particularly 
on these texts would be tedious. Nor is this necessary 
if what has been stated in the preceding letters bas 
been duly considered. 

Further, we find the spirit is said to be ministered by 


: 2 Cor. vi. ‘some to others, Gal. iii, 5. It is represented as teaching, 
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Luke xii. 12, The spirit is also said to reveal things | holy spirit which came on the prophets was only occa- 
to others, Eph. iii. 5. Luke ii. 26. 1 Cor. ii, 10, 11. sional, but Christ’s apostles were to enjoy the spirit all 
David had a pattern of the temple given him by the | their days. 
spirit, 1 Chron. xxviii. 12. The holy spirit is repre-}| The term holy is often connected with the word 
sented as making persons overseers over the church, | spirit. ‘The texts in which it occars have been all cit- 
Acts xx. 28. And persons are said to be sent forth by ed in other places. But the mere use of the word holy 

the holy spirit, Acts xiii. 4. And forbidden by the | connected with spirit, proves nothing as to personality, 
spirit, &c. See Acts xvi. 6. vii. 10. Some things are | for we find this epithet applied to immaterial things ; 
represented as seeming good to the holy spirit, Acts xv. such as the temple, tabernacle, aud the things about 

28, and the holy spirit is spoken of as signifying. See }them. Besides we find apostles and prophets, and 
Acts xi. 28. Heb. ix. 8. 1 Peter i. 11-~13. others called holy in scripture, Eph. iii. 5. 
the following texts the holy spirit is spoken of as being | We are told expressly, John iv. 24, that ** God isa 
a witness. Acts v. 32, and xx, 23. Heb. x. 15.-- | Spirit.”? In other places he is often calledholy. We 
John v. 6, 7. Heb. ii. 4, Rom. ix. 1. Besides the need not be surprized therefore to find the phrase “‘holy 
gospel is said to be preached with the holy spirit sent , spirit,” in scripture, or the word holy applied to any 
down from heaven, 1 Peter i. 12. See also Rom. xv. | thing concerning him. It is somewhat remarkable 
19. What Peter calls the holy spirit, by which the | that the phrase *tholy spirit’? should only occur in the 

gospel was preached, will he ailowed to be the very | following places in the Old Testament, yet is so often 

sane thing which in Luke xxiv. 49, Christ said he , "sed in the New, Psalm li. 11. Isaiah Ixiii, 10, 11.— 
would send: **Behold I send the pro:mise of my father | Compare verse 14, 
apen you,” and which he calls, being “endued with | In the following texts, we have the following phrase- 

power from on high.” And the very same thing which | ology. In 1 Cor. ii. 14, the things of the spirit of God 

in John xv. 16, 26, and xvi. 7—15, and xiv. 16, 17,-- | are said to be “spiritually discerned.” In Col i. 9, 

he calls “the comforter.» Nor can it be doubted, | Paul speaks of a ‘spiritual understanding.” In Rom. 
that this was the same thing, which John referred to | viii. 6, oF. persons being “‘spiritually minded.” And in 

by heing baptized with the holy spirit: and which on | Gal. vi. 1. 1 Cor. iii. 1, and ii. 15, and xiv. 37— 
the day of Pentecost was bestowed, and called, being , compare Hosea ix. 7, we read of persons being “‘spiri- 

filled with the holy spirit. Nothing can be clearer|tual men.’? Also of persons being blessed with ‘‘spiri- 

than this from comparing the following passages. Acts j tual blessings,” Eph. i. 3. And possessing ‘* spiritual 

i. 4,5. Mat.iii. 11. Acts chap. ii. and iv. 8,33, and | gifts,” 1 Cor. xiv. 1, Rom.i. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 1.— 
Acts chapters x. xi. xix. Jonn i. 33, and vii. 38, 39. | Compare Heb. ii. 4, and vi. 4, We read also of *‘spir- 
Under such various modes of expression, whether a| itual things,’’ and of comparing “spiritual things” with 

person or thing, by this the gospel was preached, and} “spiritual.”? See and compare the following passages, 





And in| 











its truth conformed. See Acts ii. 4. Heb. ii. 4, and 


i Thes. i. 5. That it was not a person seems plain, 
for our Lord did not give his disciples to expect a per- 
son, but gifts promised by Joel long before, fulfilled 
Acts ii. and expressly called by Jesus himself ‘*pewer 
from on high.” In the texts referred to above, this is 
called pouring out the gift of the holy spirit, shedding 
forth, and the holy spirit falling on the persons who/| 
received it. We have shewn that the phrases, spirit of 
God, spirit of the Lord, and holy spirit, do not mean 
a person, but the power of the Lord. In Ezek. xi. 5, 
the prophet says, ‘“‘the spirit of the Lord fell on me.” 
Does the prophet mean any thing more by this than | 
simply the *‘power of the Lord fell on me.’’ Well, does 
Peter pot mean the same thing in using similar Jan- 
guage, ‘‘and asl began to speak the spirit fell on | 
them, as on usat the beginning.”” Acts xi. 15. In 1} 
Cor. chap. Xii. a particular account is given of the 
gifts of the holy spirit, and the offices arising from its 
bestowment in the primitive church, These gifts were 
various, but were given to every man to profit withall. 
Verse 6, shews sufficiently, that by the spirit a third 
person in the Godhead was not intended. 

In Psalms li. 12, David prays, *‘upbold me with thy 
sree spirit.” In this text surely the term /vee added to 
spirit, does not prove personality. The very mode of 
speaking clearly intimates, that whatever is meant by 
either or both these terms, is something belonging to 
avother person referred to by the word ‘hy. 

In Neh. ix. 20, it is said, ‘thou gavest also thy good 
spirit to instruch them,” It is added, Psalm cxliii.i0, 
“Thy spirit is good: lead me unto the land of upright- 
ness.” In these two texts, the term good connected 
with spzra, appears evidently to refer to the quality of 
the instructions given by the spirit; and by comparing 
Neh. ix. 30, we see here these instructions were im- 
parted. ‘*Yet many years didst thou: forbear them, 
and testified against them by thy spirit in thy prophets,”” 
In Heb. ix. 14, we read of the efernal-spirit, aud from 
which it has been inferred, that the spirit must be a 
third person in the Godhead, But we think no man | 
whohasattended tothe meaning and usuage of the word 
rendered ¢fernal, can rationally infer this, Is pot this 

phrase explained by the spirit or comforter abiding 
with them for ever or conslantly ?. Joho xiy. 16,. The 








' called Sodom.”’ 


' spirit” when applied to God, a different person from 


1 Cor. ii, 13, and ix. 11. Rem. xv. 27, and vii. 14, 
Of persons offering up spiritual] sacrifices, 1 Peter ii. 5. 
Of their singing spiritual songs, Eph. v.19. Col. iii.16. 
We also read of a spiritual body, 1 Cor. xv. 44, 46.— 
Besides all these modes of expression,we read 1 Cor.x. 
3, 4, of spiritual meat, spiritual drink, and of a spiritu- , 
al rock. Avd in Eph. vi. 12, of spiritual wickedness. 
And in Rev. xi. 8, we read of a place, “spiritually 


genuine, it does not prove the doctrine, for the text 
does not say, that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are 


one God. 


I am yours, &c. MiKRos. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





UNITARIANS. 


We have copied into this Number [Gospel Herald] an 
article from the Universalist Magazine, containing some 
remarks on Unitarianism, &c. We believe that many 
of them will answer to the description given very well. 
It is gratifying, however, to add, that there are some 
honorable exceptions; and that there is room for hope 
that the number will rapidly increase. To judge from 
appearances, we would conclude, that some Unitarians 
have been so simple as to expect favors from the Or- 
thodox, as a reward for their duplicity In smothering 
their sentiments, and half assenting to principles they 
have utterly rejected. Experience, we believe, will 
teach them, that mongrel christians will always be 
eyed with jealousy, and ranked ina grade very little 
to their satisfaction. They have, thus far, vainly en- 
deavored to preserve a neulrali/y at the expense ef 
their reputation for moral honesty.-.V. Y.Gos. Herald. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


DR. CUMMING’S SERMON, 


The following extract from Dr. CumMinG’s INTRO- 
DUCTORY SERMON ON THE ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES OF 
THE GosPeEL, delivered on Sabbath morning, June 1, 
1822, in the City of New-York, is here presented to 
our readers, not so much for the purpose of exciting 
their astonishment at its anti-christian absurdity, as for 
the purpose of preserving it ; that in future times,when 
the universality and impartiality of the divine good- 
ness shall be every where understood and acknow!l- 
edged, it may be known what some of the doc/ors of 
the present day advocated. As a further reason for 
preserving the extract we offer the consideration, that 








Before | conclude this letter, I may just notice, that 
we have the phrase, “his spirit,” referring to the Lord. 
See Numb. xi. 29. Isa. xlviii. 16, and Ixiii. 11. 1} 
John iv. 13. Isa. xxxiv. 16. Job xxvi. 13. Zach. : 
vii. 12. In the following texts we have also the | 
phrase, “his spirit,’ referring to man. Deut. ii..30.— | 
Psalm cvi. 35. 2 Cor. vii. 13. Now | ask every can- 
did man, if I must understand by the phrase ‘* his 


God himself, why ought I not also to understand it in 
the same way when it is applied to men? But in the 
texts where this phrase is applied to men, it is evident, 
that it refers to the power of men, or something be- 
longing to them. Let candor say, if it ought not also 
to he so understood, when it is applied to God. The 
same remarks apply to all the texts where the phrases 
“the spirit—my spirit—thy spirit,” &c. &c. are used, 
and are applied both to God and to men. See Ezek. 
ii. 2, and iii, 24. Neb. ix. 30. Psalm cxxxix. 7.—- 
Ezek. i. 20. Gen.i. 1, and xli. 38, compare verse 16. 
Exodus xxxi. 3, and xxxv. Jl. Isa. xxxi. 3. Heb. 
xii. 9. Eph. iv. 3. John vi. 63. 2 Cor. vi. 6, and 
xi. 4. See also 1 Cor. chapters ii. xii. xiii. and xiv. 
Also John, chapters xiv. xv. xvi, xvii. Rom.viii. Gal. 
iii, 1 Tim. iy, 12, and 1 Cor. chapter iii. Jn these 
texts, power, mind, or something belonging to God, or 
to man is designated by the term spirit, but no one 
can suppose, that a distinct perzon from either can be 
meacvt. 

In concluding this letter it may just be observed also, 
that 1 John v. 7, once the most famous text in proof of 
the doctrine of the tyinity, is now allowed by the 
most iufelligeat men among trinitarians to be an inter- 
polation. Mr. Wardiaw, Prof. Stuart, and others, 
leave it entirely out of the question in their defence of 





when we bave accused our adversaries of the hypocrisy 
of being religious, and even of loving God for nothing 
but because they believe he will therefore be more 
kind to them than to others, they bave denied the 
charge. This extract, from an author so eminent 


ainong our orthodox brethren, settles the controver- 


sy; aud acknowledges that if our heavenly Father 
loves all Lis cccatnres equally, and will equally bless 
them 21! with his own holiness and felicity, we have no 
inducement to love him! 


“Once more: Another doctrine, the belief of which, 
I conceive to be essentia! to salvation, is that men can- 
not be admitted to heaven without complying in the pre- 
sent world, with the terms of the gospel. ‘The Bible de- 
clares no truth more explicitly, than that * be who 
repenteth not and believeth not, shail be damned.’ 
The Bible declares notruth more explicitly, than that 
‘without holiness, no man shall see the Lord.’ The 
Bible declares no truth more explicitly, than that many 
of our race will inevitably perish, in consequence of 
not accepting the provisions of that free salvation which 
is offered unto all. ‘The man whoreads the scriptures, 
and is an Universalist, is not a Christian. For, he 
does not believe the testimony of God himself. He 


either with one section of his party, entertains the most . 


erroneous conceptions of the divine justice—concep- 
tions diametrically opposed to scripture : or imagines 
that the divine mercy is indiscriminately lavished with- 
out regard to the suggestions of wisdom—and with the 


same class of men, denies the infinite evil of sin, repre- — 


senting its future punishment asa temporary purgato- 
tory, and not an eternal hell : i» all these notions, em- 
bracing essentially wrong ideas of the divine _perfec- 
tions :—or, with another party, he utterly disclaims 
the idea of future punishment, and sends immediately 
after death, without exception, the vilest of the vile, 
to the rewards of the righteous—the happiness of heav- 
en. To whichever party he is pleased to attach him- 
self—whether he is inclined to adopt the sentiment of 





, i . a ..,.. +, a limited punishment, or no punishment at all, he open- 
thd doctrine of the trinity. But even admitting it ity sentyediots the whole system, the very tenor of 
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me : . peepee ic sitive de- 
nrietianity : he openly contradicts the posi 
eat God who cannot lie. ; Such a man wishes 
; viet his concience by his delusive hopes. But they 


are: delesnite hopes—hopes which shall perish, ‘when 
a ‘ , 1 

Yod taketh away his seul, ' | 

ser doctrine therefore, which opposes the destruc- 


™ stiment of Universal Sairation, is an essential 
eo vhs phew of divine truth—a portion of that 
truth, my brethren, which I shall feel it my duty to de- 
fend and explain, and always openly avow among 

u, It is so interwoven with all my religious senti- 
ap ts that were | to renounce it, I should renounce 
the whole system of ny belief, from the beginning to 
the end. 1 would immediately abandon the sacred 
office in which I have engaged. If all men are to be 
received to the beatifick vision and fruition of God 
and of the Lamb. without respect to their temper and 
conduct in this life, why should | preach the faith of 


Christ ? 





The loss of a friend on whom the heart had fixed, and 
to whom every wish and endeavor tended, is a state 
of desolation in which the mind looks abroad impa- 
tient of itself, and finds nothing but emptiness and hor- 
ror. The blameless life, the artless tenderness, the na- 
tive simplicity, the modest resignation, the patient 
sickness, and the quiet death, are remembered only to 
add value to the loss—to aggravate regret for what 
cannot be amended—to deepen sorrow for what can- 
not be recalled. 

These are the calamities by which providence grad- 
ually disengages us from the love of life. Other evils 
fortitude may mitigate ; but irreparable privation 
leaves nothing, to exercise resolution or flatter ex pec- 
tation. —The dead cannot return and nothing is left us 
here but languishment and grief. 

Yet such is the course of nature, that whosoever 





“If such men as Cain, and Iscariot, and Alexander 

the coppersmith,and Phygellus, and Hermogenes ; ithe | 
who plunged the poniard in his peighbour’s bosom, be- | 
cause he coveted his neighbour’s wealth, or because | 
fell revenge rankled in bis bosom, and then has passed | 
before the judgment-seat impenitent and upreform- 

ed ;—if murderers and adulterers, and high way rob- | 
bers. and those who have sapped the foundations of | 
a whole people’s liberties, are to be admitted to the: 
same residence and bliss with the lights and ornaments | 
and benefactors of mankind, one thing is certain, the 

friend of God would rather be excused from associat- | 
ing with such company. If there be no difference | 
between the lot of the righteous and that of the wicked, | 
why believe in Christ? Whylove God? Why obey 
and serve him? Why insist that others should obey | 
and serve him ?”’ } 


| 





The following letter from Dr. Jonnson shows on 
what a great mind was constrained to rest in adversity, | 
notwithstandiug it was armed with all the strength 
philosophy could impart. and embelished with all the 
graces which science could bestow.—R 1, Inquirer. 


ORIGINAL LETTER. 


From Dr. Samuel Johnson, not published in his works, 
or any life of him. 


Marca 17th, 1752, O. 

Dear Sir,--Not withstanding the warnings of philoso- 
phers, and the daily examples of losses and misfor- 
tunes which life forces upon us, such is the anticipation ! 
of our thoughts of the business of the present day——| 
such the resignation of our reason to empty hopes of! 
future felicity or such our unwillingness to foresee what | 
we dread, that every calamity comes suddenly upon | 
7 and not only presses as a burden, but crushes as a 

ow. 

There are evils which happen out of the common 
course of nature, against which it is no reproach not to 
be provided. A flash of lightning intercepts the travel- 
lerin this way. The concussion of an earthquake heaps 
the ruins of cities upon their inhabitants. But other 
miseries time brings, though silently yet visibly for- 
ward, by its own lapse,which yet approach unseen, be- 
Cause we turn our eyes away, and they seize us un- 
resisted, because we would not arm ourselves against 
them, by setting them before us. 

That it isin vain to shrink from what cannot be 
avoided, and to hide that from ourselves which must 
sometime be found, isa truth which we all know, but 
which we all neglect and perhaps none more than the 
speculative reasoner, whose thoughts are always from 
home, whose eye wanders over life, whose fancy dan- 
ces after meteors of happiness kindled by itself; and 
Who examines every thing rather than his own state. 

Nothing is more evident than that the decays of age 
Must terminate in death.—Yet there is no man, (says 
Tully) who does not believe be may live another year, 
and-there is none who does not,upon the same principle, 
hope another year for his parent and friend : but fallacy 
will be in time detected ; the last year, the last day, 
Will come :—it has come and is past !--—“*The life which 
made my own life plesant is at an end, and the gates of 


~ 
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lives long must out live those he loves and honors. 
Such is the condition of our present existence, that 
life must one time lose its associates, and every inbab- 
itant of the earth must walk downward to the grave 
alone and unregarded, without any partner of his 
joy or grief, without any interested witness of his mis- 
fortunes or success. 
feel—for where isthe bottom of the misery of man! 
but what is success to him who has none to enjoy it! 
Happiness is not found in self-contemplation ¢ it is 
perceived only when it is reflected from avother. 

We know little of the state of departed souls, be- 
cause such knowledge is not necessary to a good life. 
Reason deserts us at the brink of the grave, and gives 
vo further intelligence. Revelation is however not si- 
lent. There is joy among the angels in Heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth. And surely the joy is com- 
municated to souls disentangled from the body, and 
made like angels. 

Let hepe, therefore dictate what revelation does not 
confute--ibat the union of souls may still remain: and 
that we, who are struggling with sin, sorrow and in- 
firmities, may have our part in the attention and kind- 
nes3 of those who have finished their course, and are 
now receiving their reward. 

These are the great occasions which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion. When we have no help in 
ourselves, what can remain but that we look uptoa 
higher and greater power? Andto what hope may we 
not raise our eyes and hearts, when we consider that 
the greatest power is the best? 

Surely there is no man, who, thus afflicted, does not 
seek succour in the Gospel, which has brought life 
and immortality to light! ‘The precepts of Epicurus, 
which teach us to endure what the laws of the universe 
make necessary, may silence, but cannot content us. 
The dictates of Zeno, who commands us to look with 
indifference on abstract things, may dispose us to con- 
ceal our sorrow, but cannot assuage it. Real allevia- 
tion of the loss of friends, and rational tranquility in 
the prospect of our own dissolution, can be received 
only from the promise of him in whose hands are life 
and death, and from the assurances of another and bet- 
ter state, in which all tears will be wiped from our 
eyes, and the whole soul filled with joy. Philosophy 
may infuse stubornness, but religion only can give pa- 


tience. Samur. Jonwson. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


EXTRACT OF A LEITER, 
FROM A GENTLEMAN IN HARTFORD, CON. 
TO HIS FRIEND IN BOSTON, 


“You will expect me to say something on the state 
of religion in this city—alas! it is but little I can say 
as to its revival here. Since éhey have come hither 
who turn the world upside down wherever they go, 
what can indeed be expected? After the Inquirer, 
that ‘lying paper,’ as Mr. H. calls it, was well under 





death are shut upon my prospects.’? 


way, the Baptists started the Secretary, intended to 


Misfortune indeed he may yet; 
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re-act on the body of the people, but during its first 


two years of existence, in a small form, it could’*hardly 
be said to live. It breathed the breath of others—car- 
ried extracts from other papers on its back, talking a- 
bout, and aboul, the subject of Universalism, without 
daring to meet them on their own ground. Indeed, it . 
was ready to descend fo the tomb of the capulels, when 
the Baptist Convention determined to resuscitate it, if 
possible, and after great exertions, and change of plan, 
it assumed a new appearance, with an increase of orig- 
inal matter, and under a new editor; who has nof, 
however, hitherto, exhibited sufficient talent to engage 
in polemics with our mutual enemies. 

Last season, a Bethel flag was hoisted; and a sort of 
union committee was appointed, or volunteered, to 
blockade the streets, and compel the sailors to assem- 
ble. But as the number of recruits dwindled to less 
than the number of the committee, this plan was Iaid 
aside, and the flag is not hoisted this season. The 
Raptists have taken these things so hard, that they 
have dismissed their preacher, for coming short in his 
wonted usefulness. In this point, our mode of baptism 
is preferable to theirs. When the mode is by plung- 
ing, every child in the streets may know the increase 
of members, and can ascertain when the church re- 
mains in slatuquo. — 

The members of our communion, and indeed al! the 
orthodox, prophesied boldly, that the Inquirer could 
not maintain its ground three months, nor certainly not 
more than six. It has now stood. nearly four years, 
and the patronage is believed to he increasing. Mem- 
bers from other churches hear Mr. Bisbe, and some 
continue to hear repeatedly, and are considered as 
permanently fixed in the belief of that * refuge of lies,’ 
We have done our best to prevent this catastrophe.-- 
A union meeting for evenings was established at the 
Brick, that some might be saved from attending Mr. 
B.’s lectures ; but all this did not succeed. Philippics 
have been uttered from the pulpit, and masters and 
employers have used their influence, to prevent those 
under their contro! from hearing that dangerous doc- . 
trine, but the effect is not perceptible, unless it be in 
adding to the number of hearers. Our own paper, the 
Observer, is far from coming to the mark as a preven- 
tive. Mr. Hawes? sermon of Nov. 16, 1823, has ap- 
peared in that paper, in the shape of letters against 
the doctrine, but it is so notoriously injudicious in sev- 
eral respects, and so contradictory, that I doubt if half 
a dozen of our own members approve it. These things 
are the harder to be borne, because, as a sailor would 
say, our sails are all aback. This too, is the season in 
which our order was to get up another revival, as a- 
greed on at a meeting of ministers four years ago.— 
But it bardly seems possible to effect any thing of this 
sort. Even Mr. Maffit could not effect any visibie stir 
when here last. 

“It is rather a pity that the Baptists dismissed Mr. 
C. at the present juncture. Not thathe was capable 
of making any impression on the enemy’s lines, but he 
might, by keeping his members in solid columns, pre- 
vent a general desertion, which appears very likely to 
happen, as their affairs now stand. 

**You will say this is a gloomy picture, and must in- 
deed ‘ make the heart of the righteoussad.’ True in- 
deed, it is adark picture, and if the contemplated op- 
erations of the orthodox wil] not relieve it, the per- 
spective is darker than the retrospective view. 

“It is to be strictly enjoined on all masters and em- 
ployers, to use séronger measures than heretofore, in 
order to prevent those who eat their bread, from hear- 
ing that heresy. One has already shown his zeal for 
God, by packing off an apprentice, on account of at- 
tencing one of Mr. B.’s lectures. This has raised him 
considerably in the estimation of good judges in these 
things. 

‘Nor is this all. A plan is now on foot to shut out 
from cuslen., employment, and public office, those who 





profess, or who are’ apparently inelining to profess, a 
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belief in that fatal delusion. ‘This appears to be com- 
ing hoare ‘ to men’s business and bosoms.’ They will 
prate about it, no doubt; but. it will only prove that 
their carnal hearts are opposed to the discipline in- 
tended for their spiritual good. Such is the defalca- 
iion from the Baptiets, that report says the church 
either bas appointed, or will appoint a committee, to 
deal with those who * forsake the assembling of them- 
selves,’ as formerly, in their company, and who have 
renounced their *‘ solemn vows’ to be the Lord’s, and 
covenanted to be under the spiritual watch of the 
church, It is rumored, that those who do not give 
sisns of repentance, will be excommunicated forth 
with. As this is a last resort (the discipline of our 
forefathers being opposed by the civil law) the suc- 
cess of the Baptists in reclaiming backsliders will 
soon be known. 

“| herewith send you the Secretary, containing the 
first direct attack (as is supposed) from the editor of 
that paper, upon the Universalists. It has gained him 
no credit here, and as one of his friends observed, * he 
bas represented both personages in the dialogue as 
equally unacquainted with his own principles, those of | 
his opponent, and of the Bible.” such weak produc- 
fions do more harm to us than tothe enemy. As to 
the effect on the Baptists, we should not care a rush 
avout it, but it is necessary to combine all the strength | 
of those whom common courtesy denominates ortho- 
dox, and to oppose a complete chevaux-de-frise to 
the inroads of these heretics, if we would flatter our- 
selves with any degree of success. 

“It appears to me, that the rapid strides of that doc- 
trive will not in the least be retarded, but by the un- 
ion of all denominatiins which oppose it, on the .4r- 
minian principles. The success of the Methodists in 
this country, against the most fearful odds of numbers, | 
talent, and learning, ought to teach wisdom to all, 
however humiliating the lesson may be to us Calvin- 
ists. The American Tract Society has taken a stand 
with a strong appearance of favoring such a result.— 
But you may urge, that this looks more like hypocrisy | 
than a conviction of its correctness. I answer, it looks 
full as much like hypocrisy, for a Calvinist preacher, 
or one settled on Calvinistic principles, to preach*Ar- 
minianism, and that continually. Besides this, it has 
from time immemorial, been a settled principle in our 
churches, that ‘the end sanctifies the means' The 


their building a house—-Of the diminution or destruc- 
tion of their society, and all our anathemas against 
them and their doctrine, have been mere vapor. The 
Bethel Flag might as well have been raised on the 
Himlayan Mountains, and our union meeting prevent- 
ed the attendance on Mr. B.'s lectures, as certainly as 
a Spider’s web would prevent the progress of a war 
horse. 

“The question now recurs-—-What is to be done ? It 
is possible, that some of your Boston people could stuc- 
ceed in awakening the attention of our citizens to seek 
the salvation of their souls, by preventing our mem- 
bers and others, from attending these meetings. ff 
this would not produce the desired effect, nothing 
short of free sovereign, discriminating grace, can effect 
the object. Experience proves, that those who delib- 
erate are lost. Almost as certainly as a person attends 
these meetings once, he wishes to hear again, and is 
finally drawn into the vortex of this fatal whirlpool.-- 
Scripture is then to be judged by carnal reason, and all 
the mysteries which have been held sacred by our 
church for ages, are utterly rejected. The very fonn- 
dation of our church is thus undermined, and our an- 
cient and venerable Saybrook Platform is thus held in 
utter contempf. 

“Our alarm and perplexity on account of the dan- 
ger in which the church is placed, is evident, from sev- 
eral circumstances, which | have neither time nor 
room to enumerate; suffice it tosay.that we feel deeply 
the import of the words of the prophet, “Ifthe Lord do 
not keep the city, the watchman waketb in vain. 

**Your mourning friend, we 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
REPLY TO “S, T.” 


Dear Brother,-—So far as I can judge from what you 
say, you think that | did not notice in my communica- 
tion on “falsely preaching peace,”’ that article of my 
faith which is most exceptionable to the orthodox, and 
the preaching of which, more than any thing else, they 
consider the preaching of peace where there is none. 

If the question has arisen in your mind, dear Broth- 
er, whether the preaching of Universal Salvation is not 
the preaching of peace where there is no peace, the 
way for you to proceed in this case, is to satisfy your- 





apestie to the Gentiles justifies the system I would | 
adopt, by his own confession, of becoming ali things to | 
all men that he might by all means save some. Some, | 
is all which we expect to save, an why not adopt the | 
practice of so great an example, for the benefit of a | 
gospel salvation! | 

“I have said that the publication of Mr. H.’s ser- | 
mov was injudicious. [| allude to the harshness of his | 
remarks on the licen/iousness of Universalists. The | 
truth is, that in this respect, the doings of our own | 
Presbyteries, and other publications, furnish our oppo- | 
nents with barbed arrows, which they know how to | 
use with the effect of poisoned daggers against us.— | 
Besides this, the Inquirer encourages the most pure | 
morality, and in stronger language, than either our 
preachers or our publications. This too, | understand, 
is the current preaching of Mr. B. It is said, too, by 
our opponents, that Mr. H. bas misquoted, and garbled 
scripture, in a most unbecoming manner. Ifhe has, 
they are too hawk-eyed to miss it, in which case. his ar- 
rows may wound himself. 

It is said, that the Universalits have instituted a 
comparison between the pecuniary standing of the 
South Society, and -their own, which has resulted iv 
favor of theirs, by several hundred dollars, per an- 
pum. Ifit be so, they will certainly starve hard, even 


if we make the attempt, which is rather problemati- 
cal, 


“What is now to be done? is a question easier ask- 
ed than answered. The prophecies of the downfall of 
the Inquirer—of the judgment which would prevent 


self whether this doctrine is supported by the sacred 
scriptures, If this doctrine be false, then indeed, so 
far as my preaching respects it, | preach peace where 
there is none. But to shew that in this I do not falsely 
preach peace, would be only to repeat the arguments 
which have already been so much used to prove that 
‘‘God will have all men to be saved.” And there is 
no need of going over (his ground again, until some at- 
tempt is made to invalidate those arguments. 

The Universalist preaches, as | stated, that there is 


great peace to be found in the way of holiness, and in | 
‘the belief of the gospel. 


After having quoted this 
from my communication, you add, “tin the particulars 


fer from other preachers, of every sect in the world.” 
Dear Brother,might vot this have been an oversight in 


who preach, that weshall be recompensed in the fu- 
ture state for our conduct ia this life. 
this imply that we are not recompensed in this state ? 


and the wicked “‘destruction and misery”? in the way 
of transgressors, they are each recompensed in this 
state of being. Furthermore, those who preach as a- 
bove stated, often speak of the trials and crosses of vir- 
tue, and the pleasures of wickedness; and they speak 
in a way too which would lead us to suppose they 
think, that unhappiness is the inseparable companion 
of holiness. When they exhort people to become rizh- 
teous, they do not hold out happiness in this world as 
a motive; they are always pointing to the future slate. 





which you have mentioned, I do not see that you dif- | 


you? You doubtless have been acquainted with those | 
Now does not | 


But if the righteous find peace in the way of holiness | 


In short, they say if it were not for the ap; roaching 
retributions of eternity, to use their own language, a 
man had better be wicked than righteous; or in other 
words, that the righteous would be of al! men the mos¢ 
miserable. 

These things shew us, my Brother, the necessity of 
|} insisting upon the fact, that the ways of wisdom are 
| pleasantness and peace; and I pray that we may be 
| the means of delivering men from that fatal delusion, 
jthat virtue is not its own reward, 
Respectfully yours. 





LICHARDS. 





From Blackwood’s Magazine for July. 
DREAMS. 


Oh! there is a dream of early youth, 
And it never comes avain; 

Tis a vision of light, of life and trath, 
That flits across the brain: 

And love is the theme of that early dream, 
So wild, so warm, so new, 

That in all our after years | deem, 
That early dream we rue. 


Oh! there is a dream of maturer years, 
More turbulent by far; 





*Tis a vision of blood, and of woman's tears, 
For the theme of that dream is war; 

And we toil in the field of danger and death, 
And shout in the battle array, 

Till we find that fame is a bodyless breath, 
That vanisheth away. 


Oh! there is a dream of hoary age, 
*Tis a vision of gold in store — 

Of sums noted down on the figured page, 
To be counted o’er and o’er; 

And we fondly trust in our glittering dust, 
Asa refuge from grief and pain, 

Till our limbs are laid on the last dark bed, 
Where the wealth of the world is vain. 


And is it thus, from man’s birth to his grave, 
In the path which we aliare treading? 

Is there nought in that long career to save 
From remorse and self-upbraiding ? 

O yes, there’s a dream so pure, so bright, 
That the being to whom it is given, 

Hath bath’d in a sea of living light.-- 
And the theme of that dream is Heaven. 











MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Aa- 
;ron Lebourvean to Miss Antoiette Richard. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Martha Ann. daughter of Mr. Josiah Parker, aged 2 
|years. Eliza Porter, only child of Mr. Green Shepard, 
aged four years. 

In Berkley, Mass. 14ih inst. Mr. Enoch B. Chice. 
| A member of the Society of Friends, and in every re- 
‘spect a worthy man. 
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Mr. David Fales, Wrentham, Mass. $2 
Samuel Chandler. Canton, Mass. g 
James })urick, do. , 2 
| Benja. Cleaveland, Swanzey, Mass. 
A. Crossman, jr. Fast Sudbury, Mass. 
| Benja. Weeks, Meredith, Mass. 
James Dantorth, Taunton, Mass. 
J. L. Galland, Montague, Mass. 


Dd. Greenleaf, bsq Washington, N, H. 

'Mr. John Marble, Cohasset, Mass. 

| Gen. P. Whitney, Nisgara Falls, N. Y. 

| Mr. Rleazer House, Madison, N. Y. 
Wm. Francis, Coneord, N. 1. 
Simeon Smith, Dedham, Mass. 
Miles Osborn, Panvers, Viass. 

| Levi Whitney, ‘Vatertown, Mass. 
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